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JUL 2 1956 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SUBJECT : Soviet Air Defea.ee Capabilities 


i. With respect to your informal query at the IS June 
NSC meeting as to our intelligence coverage of Soviet air 
defeases, the intelligence community has been paying close 
attention to the considerable Soviet progress in this field. 

Our last national estimate devoted entirely to Bloc Air Defense 
Capabilities {ME 1 1-5-55) was completed in July 1955, and is 
scheduled for revision in early 1957. In addition our new 
ME tut the Soviet Guided Missile Program, now scheduled for 
September, will cover air defense aspects. 


{ < H 


2. In the interim the best current summary of estimated 
Soviet air defense capabilities is in draft ME 11-4-56 on Soviet 
Caiariirilitiea and Courses of Action Through 1961 which has 
been cieareS at" the otaii le vel but has not yet received XAC ap- 
proval. For your convenience X am attaching the appropriate 


no Change 1» D 


pass. {3}en8*d ic: ^ ® 5 

& atK ** 

\**inte* 


, extract froso JM^ 


draft ME. 



ALLEN W. DULLES 
Director 


JTRIBUTIOKi 


(drafted 29 June 19 ^ 6 ) 
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Attachment 


inift graft mm n-d-sfe 


!2I, Air pm &mmm Capabilities . Tbe Soviet loader# preferably 
belie vs that the deisnse of tSe tfegS against mclttr attack would 
d epend In large osmiwi upon the saecess of as initial So Hat aeeaelt 
on Western retaliatory capability. * Bet the USSR he* large air 
defense force* whose till wo ul d be to reduce toe effectiveness of 
toentoraitach by Veete^m farce* which escaped destruction in tb# 
initial Soviet attacks* Tbe air defence system of the USSR provides 
for tbe employment of tb* 3. 559 aircraft in tbe Soviet A datieo mi 
Air Defease and far like po te nti a l employment «f tbe remaining 7, fcOO 
Soviet ami Satellite aircraft. In addition, tbe Cblnees Communist* 
and Sfiarib Korean# have sheet l, 759 fighters which could make some 
eentribotlee fee tbe defense of tbe Soviet Par East. We believe that 
tbe air defense rale ml tbe fighters #f Tactical and Naval Aviation 
would be given priority in tbe early stages of a general war. We 
estimate Hurt Soviet PTC and field forces see possess a total of 
ever 17, 999 antiaircraft artillery pieces, and that significant 
developments in both high and lew altitude weapons been made 
ever the last several year*. Tbs USSR still relies heavily apsis 
radar -dirt r Tit antiaircraft artillery, bet guided missiles are now 
being added to tbe alar defense* of Moscow and pr obabl y to ether areas 
of bey strategic importance in the USSR, By tbe end of tbe period, 
we estimate Hat surface-to-air missile# will have largely replaced 
heavy antiaircraft artillery in tbe static defense of the more important 
strategic targets. Sven earlier, the air-to-air missile will probably 
have enhanced toe capabilities of fighter defense force*. 

127. W e estimate that Soviet air defense capabilities In 
areas of dense air defease concentration (Ferepean USSR » Faster* 

'£ wraps, and the Maritime-South Manchuria area mi the far East) 
are as indicated below. Capabilities in other areas are probably 
considerably lose. 


* The representative for toe Assistant Chief mi Staff, Intelligence, 
Department of too Army, reserves his position on this sentence, 
believing that defense would depend primarily air 

defense ca pabilit ies them selves, sod also in pert sped tbe threat 
of Soviet nuclear retaliation. 
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uuAtctmg #a«er« teases on 
* gp# sd jft (wnbiftt At kijlMf tltUodct this c spft — 
MStf «pW begin to diminish* and above 4S» 08# foot would 
fAS. off markedly. do* to problems of target detection, 
l®** «f AAA and surface -to- air nfuila offeetivoiiees, 

*ad reduced CC1 capabilities. These capabilities would, 
however, gmtljr ineiMic seder certain conditions, 
eaaxspis, the groom* e# *i*ihl* cost rails would 


fwaatratlng peripheral ***** *t hi gh speed aad minimal 
•Wndt th* effective**** of tbs Mmm would Ini vary tow. 


ratios* 




cffim 


ate attacks contacted ud«r 


— — , **v* the Sovi*5 *1* defease system!*’** 

protest capable of offering aaljr limited resist ante, owing 
to the inadequacy of equipment mod training for *ll-w«*mer 
operations, Tb* -apid introduction of all-weather lighter* 
***® #p*r*?is**l tmittt and the ad rent of aurf*ca»tt*»air 
mSaaila* !#, bow* <;r, gi lag the USSR an mr *sasing can. 
btllty in tM» field. 


IJ«. »wri«i the parted e£ this estimate, Soviet air defease 
cap a bi l it ies will ilwt certainly be wtatMtiafty increased, dua 
to ******* operational experience and the introduction into the 
da foaaiv* force* of additional supersonic and all- west bar fight***, 
»w fighter types, improved sarly warning and Ca sqptfpmsat, 
sleet route tauetar masters*, additional guided missiles and improved 
missile types. Despite these improvements, however, we estimate 
***** tedst ate defeases will still ho vulnerable to exploitation by 
fwsstratisa foreaa. 
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